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The trenchless community con-
verged in Dallas for NASTT’s 
2016 No-Dig Show March 20-24, 
attracting a record number of 

exhibitors and more than 2,000 attend-
ees. The premier trenchless event on the 
calendar, the No-Dig Show once again 
provided the perfect blend of business, 
education and networking during the 
run of the conference.

The 2016 event marked return to Big 
D and the Gaylord Texan Resort and 
Convention Center for No-Dig. The show 
made a stop in this Lonestar State hub 
and the Gaylord Texan, which overlooks 
Lake Grapevine, in 2008. Attendance for 
this return trip topped the 2,000 mark 
and set a record for the number exhibit-
ing companies at 185.

The No-Dig Show brings together the 
industry’s past, present and future, honor-
ing the indelible work that trenchless pro-
fessionals have created. The 2016 Trench-

less Technology Person of the Year was 
formally presented to Lynn Osborn — an 
industry professional who has helped to 
shape and expand the trenchless industry 
over the last 30 years — and all of the win-
ners of the 2015 Trenchless Technology 
Projects of the Year were recognized. NAS-
TT inducted its fifth Hall of Fame Class: 
HDD pioneer Martin Cherrington, engi-
neer and NASTT founding member and 
chairman Richard Thomasson and Insitu-
form Technologies Ltd.’s Ken Foster. Past 
NASTT Chairman Derek Potvin, Robinson 
Consulting, received the NASTT Chair-
man’s Award for Outstanding Lifetime Ser-
vice; and Mary Neher, Bennett Trenchless 
Engineers, and Rory Ball, Hatch Mott Mc-
Donald, received the Trent Ralston Award 
for Young Trenchless Achievement.

The No-Dig Show has two main attrac-
tions that are huge draws. One is its highly-
acclaimed Technical Program, with more 
than 160 peer-reviewed papers through 

six tracks presented in 2016. The papers 
represented a broad range of industry 
topics, covering the gamut of trenchless 
methods and issues. The sessions this year 
included six Roundtables that featured dif-
ferent trenchless topics (Manhole Rehab, 
Microtunneling, HDD, Water Main Rehab, 
Stormwater/Condition Assessment and 
Alternative Project Delivery),  as well a 
dedicated Gas Industry Track. The other 
is the exhibit hall, in which attendees can 
see first-hand the latest products that are 
keeping the trenchless industry moving 
forward in its quest to address the utility 
construction and repair industry. 

In 2017, the NASTT No-Dig Show will 
be held at the Gaylord National Hotel & 
Convention Center in Washington, D.C., 
April 9-13. Deadline to submit an abstract 
for the technical program is June 30, 2016.

Sharon M. Bueno is managing editor 
of Trenchless Technology.

No-Dig in Dallas

2016 NASTT NO-DIG SHOW BREAKS EXHIBITOR RECORD
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NASTT board members Dennis Walsh and Bo Botteicher  
present the 2015 Outstanding Paper for Rehab to John Matthews, 

Lawrence Pultz II and Edward Alan Ambler. 

Trenchless Technology publisher  
Bernie Krzys (right) presents Lynn Osborn  

with the Person of the Year Award.

NASTT board members Dennis Walsh  
and Bo Botteicher present the 2015  

Outstanding paper for New Installations 
to Matthew P. Olson of Staheli 

Trenchless.

Tom Hayes with Murphy Pipeline 
Contractors (right) accepts the 2015 
Trenchless Technology Project of the 

Year award from editors Jim Rush and 
Sharon M. Bueno.

Trenchless Technology publisher Bernie 
Krzys (left) with Dr. Ray Sterling kicking 
off the World Trenchless Day campaign.

NASTT board members (l-r) Frank Firsching, Jeff Maier and  
Kim Staheli perform the ceremonial ribbon cutting.

The Exhibit Hall was jam-packed during the run of the show, with 
attendees eagerly looking for the latest trenchless products.

All the sessions in the Technical  
Paper program were well attended.

Michels Corp.’s Greg Goral and 
Tim McGuire (far right) accept 

the 2015 Trenchless Technology  
Project of the Year Award for 

New Installation from Trenchless 
Technology editors Jim Rush and 

Sharon M. Bueno.
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NASTT INDUCTS 2016 HALL OF FAME CLASS
One of the featured events at the No-Dig Gala Dinner, held 

March 22, was the induction of NASTT’s fifth Hall of Fame class, 
recognizing the contributions of three trenchless industry lead-
ers. The induction class honored before its peers were: HDD pio-
neer Martin Cherrington, engineer and NASTT founding member 
and chairman Richard Thomasson and Insituform Technologies 
Ltd.’s Ken Foster.

In 2010, the NASTT Board of Directors voted to create a Hall 
of Fame in order to ensure that the Society’s most outstanding 
and praiseworthy members received due recognition. The intent 
of the NASTT Hall of Fame is to preserve the outstanding accom-
plishments of exceptional individuals and to honor their contri-
butions to the advancement of both the trenchless industry and 
the Society. 

Martin Cherrington conceived the use of horizontal direc-
tional drilling (HDD) as a practical alternative to conventional 
trenching methods beginning in the 1960s. HDD would ulti-
mately revolutionize the way the construction industry would 
come to install underground piping on a worldwide basis.  Cher-
rington’s stature in the trenchless industry is iconic and as such, 
he is known as the “Father of HDD.”

Richard Thomasson is the original chair of NASTT and is one of 
the five individuals who founded the society in 1990.  His com-
mitment and loyalty to NASTT over the decades is considerable 
and honorable. He is a long-time member of the Program Com-
mittee and has contributed to the technical paper program nu-
merous times.  A former municipal employee turned consultant, 

Thomasson is well known throughout our industry, with more 
than 30 years of experience with trenchless projects.

Ken Foster, over the past decades, has been a leading presence 
in the trenchless industry in Canada, the western United States 
and the United Kingdom. He has been a major contributor in the 
field of asset management providing expertise to countless mu-
nicipal rehabilitation programs, as well as being on the cutting 
edge of product and procedural development.  Always the am-
bassador, Foster has tirelessly promoted trenchless technologies, 
particularly at the municipal level.

The class of 2016 NASTT Hall of Fame with NASTT chair 
Kim Staheli: Martin Cherrington, Ken Foster and Richard 
Thomasson.
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ROCKIN’ AUCTION RAISES NEARLY $90,000 
FOR NASTT EDUCATIONAL FUND  

Lady Gaga was in the house, as was Ozzy Osbourne, KISS and 
Slash and Axl Rose from Guns ‘n Roses and a lot of other rock-
ers for the 15th annual Educational Fund Auction and Reception, 
held March 21 — a popular networking event for attendees after 
a full and busy day of technical sessions and walking the exhibit 
hall. This year’s event raised just a smidge under $90,000, accord-
ing to NASTT officials. The raised funds go toward financial sup-
port for NASTT’s 15 student chapters; since 2002, the auction 
was more than $930,000 for those efforts.

Curt Albin with Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers served as the official 
auctioneers for the popular No-Dig event; a silent auction was 
also held. During the auctions, a wide range of items were do-
nated and bid on from jewelry and electronics to sporting event 
tickets and trenchless tools and equipment.

Once again, the popular Mortimer the Sewer Rat was up for 
bid. The winning bidder for Mortimer was Midwest Mole and he’ll 

spend the next year 
traveling with the con-
tractors, checking out 
the trenchless jobsites.

The rock ‘n roll 
theme proved to be a 
fun choice as attend-
ees’ inner rock stars 
emerged with the 
theme. Tying for first 
place for the women 
was: Cindy Preuss, Jen-
nifer Glynn, Wendy Del 
Nero and Jeannette 
Rankin as KISS, with Vicki Miner and Nicole Lane as The Run-
aways. On the men’s side, the winner was George Ragula as Ste-
vie Wonder. In NASTT’s Tropical Vacation Raffle (announced at 
the Closing Luncheon and donated by Vermeer), the winner was 
Mike Hawkins of Georg Fischer Central Plastics LLC.

This year’s auction raised just under $90,000, bringing 
the total since 2002 to more than $930,000 for support of 
NASTT student chapter activities.

Tying for first in the costume contest in the women’s divi-
sion were KISS and The Runaways.

The annual bidding of Mortimer the 
Sewer Rat was fierce, with Midwest 
Mole named the winning bidder.
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HAMMERHEAD TRENCHLESS EQUIPMENT 
AND AKKERMAN INC. HONORED FOR MOST 
INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS 

The No-Dig Show is the place to unveil the latest in trenchless 
technologies and this year was no exception. There were many 
new products — rehabilitation and new installation — on the 
exhibit hall floor in 2016, highlighting the fact that the trenchless 
industry continues to grow to new heights.

Each year, NASTT recognizes these technological advance-
ments through the Joseph L. Abbott  Jr. Innovative Product 
Awards. Annually, two companies with state-of-the-art products 
are chosen as recipients of this honor.

This year, the Innovative Products Awards were presented to 
HammerHead Trenchless Equipment for its Gas Pipe Slitting Sys-
tem and to Akkerman Inc. for its AZ100 Guidance System.

HammerHead’s system, called Same Path, provides the indus-
try with an efficient and productive solution for the  trench-
less replacement of failing plastic natural gas distribution pipes. 
The tooling is suitable for replacing existing runs of one half-
inch through 4-in. PVC, HDPE, MDPE and Aldyl-A pipe with new 
MDPE or HDPE pipe. The patented, modular tooling string com-
ponents include expanders, connectors and splitting tools with 
replaceable harden-steel blades. The tooling string design allows 
contractors to easily replace worn tooling and choose from a 
selection of cable size and winch options. Coupled with the most 
advanced trenchless winches in the industry, these tools slice 
through deteriorating plastics while installing a brand new gas 
distribution system. 

Accurate tunneling navigation is vital to long distance and 
curved installation success and operators must rely on the preci-
sion of a dynamic and vigorous monitoring system. Akkerman’s 
AZ100 total Guidance System was co-developed  through a part-
nership between Akkerman and ZED for extended and curved 
tunneling, pipe jacking and microtunneling applications.  The 
system is comprised of individual, self-leveling, station units 
that maintain a surveyed connection throughout the alignment 
without the need for continuous manual surveying. The TGS100 
target is axially mounted behind the machines’ articulation cyl-
inders at line and grade, and registers the position and angles 
of incidence of the red laser emitted from the guidance system.

HammerHead’s Jason Haas (left) and Alan Goodman are 
all smiles after learning the Gas Pipe Slitting System was 
awarded Most Innovative Product for Rehabilitation.

Akkerman’s Maynard Akkerman (left) and Jason Holden 
celebrate that the AZ100 Guidance System was named 
Most Innovative Product on the New Installation side.

2017 NO-DIG SHOW RETURNS TO 
WASHINGTON, D.C.

The annual Closing Luncheon, held March 23, gave everyone 
a chance to say good-bye and the opportunity for NASTT to get 
a jump on pumping up the industry for the 2017 show in Wash-
ington, D.C. 2017 No-Dig Show Program Committee chair Jennifer 
Glynn filled everyone in on what they can anticipate in our na-
tion’s capital, April 9-13 at the Gaylord National Convention Center.

The Call for Papers for the 2017 conference is out. Prospective 
authors are invited to submit a 250-word abstract outlining the 
scope of their paper and the principal points of benefit to the 
trenchless industry. The abstracts must be submitted electroni-

cally by June 30, 2016. NASTT’s all-volunteer 
Program Committee will meet in August to re-
view the abstracts and select the papers that 
will be presented at the 2017 No-Dig Show. For 
more information, visit nodigshow.com.

The 2017 NASTT No-Dig Show returns to 
Washington,D.C., in time to see the cherry 

blossoms. Photo courtesty of Debra Tosca.
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